
 

 

Newsletter for the globally minded citizen. Transforming Lives Every Day — Together. 

CONTACT US: 
 

Office: (651) 325-2400 
Fax: (651) 325-2401 

Nurse: (651) 325-2786 
Absentee Line: 
(651) 325-2499 

Parent Engagement: 
(651) 325-2492 

Address: 
560 Concordia Avenue 
Saint Paul, MN 55103 

Website: 
www.benmays.spps.org 
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INQUIRER’S JOURNEY: 

“To Build a Learning Community for all Globally Minded Life-Long Learners” 

BEM CALENDAR:  
 

PTA: May 9th at 6:00 p.m. 
*Childcare, meal provided 

 
EDL/Freedom School Dates: 

(Tuesdays and Thursdays) 
Mar: 14, 28, 30 

Apr: 11, 13, 18, 20, 25, 27 
May: 2, 4, 9, 11 

 
Mays Basketball Games 

Thursday, March 16th at BEM 
Lady Bobcats: 4:00 p.m. 

Bobcats: 6:15 p.m.  
 

Conferences: Spring ’17: 
Tues., March 21, 4:00-7:00 p.m. 
Thurs., March 23, 4:00-7:00 p.m. 

*No school for Pre-K 
Fri., March 24, 8:30-3:00 p.m. 

*No school for Pre-K-5 
*Scholastic Book Fair all 3 days 
 

BEM Parent Academy 
Parents’ Night Out: Seminar 
Mon., March 27, 5:30-7:45 p.m. 

 
Spring Break: Pre-K-12 

April 3-7, 2017 
*Classes resume April 10 

 
Summer Term Dates 2017 

Session 1: June 19 – July 13 
*No school Tuesday, July 4 (Holiday) 

Session 2: July 17 – August 10 
CDF Freedom Schools: July 17 – August 25 

 
Saint Paul Public Schools offers a variety of 

programs during our Summer Term. During the 
summer students often lose information they 

have learned during the school year, and our S-
Term programs help prevent that. S-Term 

provides great opportunities for your student, 
both academically and socially!  

 
Paper registration has been sent home. To 

register online, and find program times and 
locations, please visit: 

http://www.spps.org/summer. 
 

The Priority Registration Deadline is April 14, 
2017. Get your spot quickly! 

Benjamin E. Mays Transportation and Dismissal Information 
 

The end of the day is a busy time for Benjamin E. 
Mays IB World School. We have nearly 500 students who 
go to more than 20 buses, five after-school programs, 
Discovery Club, Parent Pick-Up, and Student Walk Line. 
That means that most teachers have at least 20 students that 

may go to 28 different places. To help things run smoothly at the end 
of the day, a consistent dismissal procedure for each student is 
important. A consistent dismissal procedure, a procedure that does 
not change weekly, helps keep our students safe. If you must change 
your child's dismissal procedure, contact the office, (651) 325-2400, 
by 2:00 p.m. For safety reasons, we cannot take a student's word on a 
dismissal change. We need to hear from a parent or guardian 

regarding any change. If you have not called by 2:00 p.m., changes cannot be made for 
that day and students will be sent home the way we have on file. Thank you for your 
help in keeping our students at Benjamin E. Mays safe. 

 

The Jeremiah 
Program came for a 

visit on Tuesday, 
March 7. This event 

focused on smoothing 
the transition 

between Preschool 
and Kindergarten. 

The students enjoyed 
exploring all of our 

Kindergarten 
classrooms and took 
a tour of our kitchen. 



   

MCA TESTING TO START SOON 
 

Our MCA testing window for 3rd, 4th-, and 5th-
grade students is coming up in April! In addition 

to taking the reading and math tests, 5th-grade 
will also be taking the science MCA. All tests 

are online and will be taken on iPads. 
 

 
MCA TEST PREP ADVICE: 

 
Don’t stress  the test!  

 
Get a  good night’s  Sleep!  

 
Eat a  healthy breakfast to 

energize your brain!  
 

Be Confident!  You have all the 
skills to succeed ☺   

Spring Conference Information 
 

Spring conferences are coming to Benjamin E. 
Mays IB World School. This is an important time 
to share information on how your child is doing. 
During our Mays CAFE in November, parents 

suggested simplified report cards. We have taken 
action on this, and hope you enjoy our new 

conference format. We make every effort to schedule students from the 
same family together. Hmong and Spanish interpreters will be available 

Tuesday, Thursday (evening), and Friday. We are seeking other 
interpreters for Thursday conferences (March 23rd, 4:00-7:00 p.m.). 

Conference dates are below.  
 

Tuesday, March 21st, 4:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, March 23rd, 4:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

Friday, March 24th, 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 

*There is NO SCHOOL for Pre-K only Thursday, March 23rd to 
accommodate for the number of conferences 

 
o The Scholastic Book Fair will run in conjunction with conferences: Tues., 

March 21st  4:00-7:00; Thurs., March 23rd 4:00-7:00; and Friday, March 
24th 9:00-2:00 p.m. Please note that on Friday, the Book Fair will close 

before conferences end. In addition to books you 
purchase for home, consider weekly, or monthly 
trips to your local library to stock up on books, 

magazines, and other reading material. Set aside 
time every day to read together! 

“To Build a Learning Community for all Globally Minded Life-Long Learners” 

Parents’ Night Out 
 

Join us at Benjamin E. Mays on 
Monday, March 27th for our second 
Parent Academy Parents’ Night Out!  

 

Dinner: 5:30-6:00 p.m. 
Seminar, The Importance of Literacy: 

6:00-7:45 p.m. 
*Childcare will be provided. 

 

This seminar examines how reading is the KEY to discovering new 
knowledge and the foundation for higher education. Parents will 

learn ways to help their children, and how to pay close attention to 
their child’s reading, writing, and oral language progress to make 

sure they do not fall behind. The Office of Family Engagement and 
Community Partnerships also sponsors this seminar. To register for 
this seminar, submit the form that is in this week’s packet, or contact 

Karen Shanahan at 651-325-2492 or karen.shanahan@spps.org. 

 

Interested in helping your 
family be healthy AND 

receive some $$$ just for 
participating? 

 

If so, join us for a research study 
with a focus on helping kids make 
healthy choices about food, being 

active & screen time, while 
having FUN! Requirements: 

Student must be in 2nd, 3rd, or 4th 
grade with a body mass index in 

the 75th percentile or higher 
(Nurse Mahli can help with this if 

needed). Parents must also 
participate with their child. Each 
summer, parents will receive a 
$75 gift card, and the child will 
also receive a $50 gift card for 

being measured. Help us help our 
kids make healthy choices! 


